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Background and Aim of the Project: 
 

Bulimba Creek Catchment Coordinating Committee (B4C) undertakes a wide variety of community-based 
activities with a particular focus on projects that support regeneration of waterways and bushlands within its 
catchment.  Demonstrating the efficacy of regeneration initiatives, including weed management, plantings 
and water level management presents a challenge for catchment groups. Small regeneration sites in industrial 
areas have been poorly studied and surveys of this site will demonstrate the effectiveness that small scale 
regeneration projects can have on bird populations.   
 
The aim of the Gibson Island bird surveys is to demonstrate that small strip plantings in heavily industrialised 
areas have a positive impact on bird populations.  
 
 

Gibson Island: 
 
This interim report provides information related to 2 base line surveys of two contiguous linear strips of land 
that abut up to Bulimba Creek on the right hand side of Paringa Road, Murarrie.  The land on the left hand side 
of the road is heavily industrialised and the area is directly on the flight path for Brisbane airport.  B4C has 
planted the western strip of land with native shrubs, bushes and grasses and an active weed management 
program is in place. The eastern end is yet to be planted out or actively managed and, therefore, provides the 
opportunity to be used as a control site.   
 

 

  
                                           Map of Gibson Island Regeneration Project Area. Photo supplied by B4C 

 
In May 2020, using BirdLife Australia’s standardized 2-ha, 400 x 20-metre 20-minute survey methodology, two 
experienced BirdLife Southern Queensland surveyors undertook base line surveys at the two sites: Gibson 
Island Transect 1: B4C Planted Site; and Gibson Island Transect 2: Control Site.  Despite the relatively short 
amount of time that has elapsed since planting occurred, the surveys provided early evidence of an increase in 
species richness and abundance in the planted site with a higher number of smaller species that benefit from 
an enhancing the availability of suitable cover and habitat.  
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Table 1 summarises the number of species and number of birds seen on both transects.  11 species were 
recorded in the planted strip with a total count 63 birds. This compared with 8 species in the control site with 
a total count of 47 birds.  A higher number of small passerine species were found in the planted site (8 of the 
11 species) compared with the control site (4 of the 8 species). 

 

Table 1: Summary of Species and Numbers Transects 1 and 2 
 
This information is summarised in the two graphs below.   
 

 
Figure 1: B4C Gibson Island Planted Strip 
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Gibson Island 400 M 2ha Transect 1:B4C Planted Strip 

Common Name 
B4C Gibson Island 400 M 2ha Transect 1: 

Planted Strip 
B4C Gibson Island 400 M 2ha Transect 2: 

Control Strip 
Australian White Ibis 3 9 
Bar-shouldered Dove 2 0 
Blue-faced Honeyeater 0 2 
Brown Honeyeater 2 0 
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin 7 4 
Double-barred Finch 2 0 
Mangrove Gerygone 1 1 
Mistletoebird 1 0 
Spotted Dove 0 2 
Striated Pardalote 4 4 
Superb Fairy-wren 7 0 
Torresian Crow 22 15 
Welcome Swallow 12 10 
Grand Total 63 47 
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Figure 2: Gibson Island Control Strip 

 
Conclusion: 
 
Whilst the baseline surveys provide useful insights, ongoing surveys will be required to determine long term 
trends and benefits associated with industrial strip revegetation projects.  Three additional seasonal surveys 
of both sites will be held in Winter, Autumn and Summer, with the potential for the establishment of a long 
term survey project. 
 
Judith Hoyle, Survey Coordinator 
 
Judith Hoyle | Convenor.   
BirdLife Southern Queensland 
PO Box 375       
Annerley Q 4103    
southernqld@birdlife.org.au |birdlife.org.au   
ABN 75 149 124 774 
birds are in our nature  
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Gibson Island 400 M 2ha Transect 2: Control Strip


